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UMBO “We noticed from the report that 39

Let's Ta"'(! per cent of adults with no

qualifications in Suffolk live in rural
areas and if they have no
qualifications it means that there
ability to improve there life through
work and new skills is hampered.

“We need to look at the numbers and
see how they are spread across the
county and begin to look at how we
address them and see what we are
currently doing and if that is the most
effective way in helping them.”

The report found that 42% of the total
Suffolk population live in rural areas
with 40% of all people with limiting
long-term illness in Suffolk living in
rural areas.

In a separate report based on visits to
Suffolk and Essex,
Government-appointed inspector Dr
Stuart Burgess found that rural
deprivation is hidden in the
countryside and there is a
misconception that life in rural areas is
“affluent and idyllic”.

Dr Burgess warned that there is not
enough affordable homes being built in
rural areas and there is a need to
protect rural services. He is now
asking the Government to set up a



special recovery fund for communities
coping with the impact of bluetongue,
foot-and-mouth and bird flu
outbreaks.

The hidden pockets of deprivation
revealed in the OCSI report are the
following areas - to the east of
Barningham, near Stanton; in the
estate around Seaward Avenue in
Leiston; Peasenhall; three areas in
Saxmundham are highly deprived; the
area north of Upthorpe; Willingham;
Ampton and Timworth, near Bury St
Edmunds; Whitehouse in Ipswich
covering the mobile homes to the west
of the A14 and Kessingland.
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Only site members can comment on this story.
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Well, what do you think. In the last 10 years, house
prices have quadrupled, as have fuel and food prices,
not to mention council tax, utilities etc, yet salaries
stay the same... And to add insult to injury, the
Government tell the small guy to cut down on his
carbon footprint, drive a more eco-friendly car... The
salaries today in my sector are the same as they were
ten years ago... the small man is dying quietly in the
forgotten corners....

Simon Cockerill, Offton
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® Felixstowe bomb set to be detonated
® Your school - what the strike will mean
® Subsidence problems on Ipswich road
® Ipswich shop evacuated

® Tory MP defects to UKIP

® Burglars steal cigarettes

® 100 rogue drivers caught in police sting
® Dozens shelter in hall from bomb risk
® paedophile had 'no-one to turn to'

°

Teens' drug and drink film under fire
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